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serving the peace of the country. Mr. Webster thanked him for his kind 
remarks, and then said — ' Sir, there have been many occasions, while sit- 
ting at this table, when I could, by the motion of my hand, have lighted 
up a war ; but, sir, my duty was perfectly plain. I had only to remem- 
ber, that I was negotiating for a Christian people, with a Christian people, 
and, that we were living in the nineteenth century of the Christian era.' 
Mr. Webster never uttered a nobler sentiment." 

Present control of public opinion over War. — " With the ad- 
vancement of society," said Webster, soon after that treaty, " and the 
improvement and diffusion of the means of education, a new and ele- 
vated tribunal has come into being, to which the disputes of nations must 
in all cases be referred. I mean that of public opinion. Nations cannot 
now go to war unless for grounds and reasons which will justify them in 
the general judgment of mankind. The influence of civilization, the in- 
crease of knowledge, the extension of commerce, and more than all, that 
heavenly light which beams over all Christendom, restraining nations 
from gratifying an inordinate ambition by the bloody scenes of war. It 
has been truly said, that every peace arrangement is a tribute to Chris- 
tianity, and a new proof of the benign influences of the Christian faith." 



PEACE OPERATIONS IN ENGLAND : 
Proposed Conference op the Friends op Peace. 

The exigencies of our cause in England are rousing its friends there to 
renewed zeal in its behalf. They have made arrangements for a Special 
Conference on the subject at. Manchester, on the 27th and 28th January ; 
and the call for it by the Peace Congress Committee, published in the last 
Herald of Peace, is signed by nearly 200 names, among them seventeen 
members of Parliament, such as John Bright, Richard Cobden, and 
John McGregor, together with such Ministers of the Gospel as John 
Angell James, James Campbell, D. D., John Harris, D. D., Samuel 
Davidson, D. D. LL. D. There will doubtless be a large gathering, with 
a very strong array of talent and influence, from which we shall expect an 
able and effective demonstration. The spirit and drift of the movement 
will be seen in a few extracts which we quote from " the Address of the 
Manchester Committee :" 

It is now more than thirty-seven years since the last great European 
War disgraced our common civilization, and brought the conflicting nations 
to the verge of a general bankruptcy. It was to have been expected, that, 
escaping from the horrors and spoliation of that murderous and useless 
strife, they would have employed the blessings of returning peace in re- 
pairing the mischief of war ; and that, as a first grateful duty, they would, 
with a settled purpose, and without delay, have proceeded to lighten the 
burdens of a groaning industry, by lessening the huge armaments that 
created all the suffering and loss. 
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But what are the facts of the case, as presented to the world in 1852 ? 
What, after these thirty-seven years of profound peace, (with certain dist- 
ant and dishonorable exceptions,) during which, golden opportunities for 
a return to a wiser, safer, sounder policy have succeeded each other in 
rapid succession through more than one entire generation, — what, we ask, 
are the existing facts, but that standing armaments, ruinous taxation, and 
military oppression, have fearfully increased, until the whole industrial 
market of the world labors beneath a pressure beyond any former parallel 
— a pressure such as no individual economy can lessen, and from which 
no ingenuity can escape ? 

The United Kingdom forms no exception to this melancholy statement, 
but confirms it in every particular ; for, while its national debt has not 
been materially diminished, its war establishment has been fearfully in- 
creased. In the space of seventeen years, namely, from 1835 to ] 852, 
its armed men have multiplied from 145,846, in the one period, to 272,- 
481 in the other ; being an addition, in those comparatively few years, of 
no less than 126,365 men in arms.* And, as if a blind fatuity had 
come over our leading statesmen with whom the lessons from the past ap- 
pear as void as water poured upon rocks, they have, during the present 
year, increased this vast number by 80,000 men, in the form of a militia, 
at a cost of £350,000 to the country ; and more recently still, they have 
demanded and obtained, for an increased navy, another sum of £600,000, 
making together nearly one million sterling taken from the income of the 
empire in 1852, in addition to the large annual expenditure for similar 
purposes. 

The above is, however, but one out of an immense number of facts that 
might be adduced in proof of the reckless extravagance that characterizes 
our present national policy. In 1835, the whole cost of the army, navy, 
and ordnance of Great Britain was £11,657,487 sterling; in 1852, the 
charge for the same departments (including the KaiFre war, &c.) has risen 
to the startling sum of £16,500,000, being an increase of no less than 
£4,842,513 sterling, and this does not include the £600,000 recently 
added to the navy.t 

The injury which this immense drain on our national resources must 
inflict upon commerce, is incalculable. Take Manchester and Salford as 
an instance ; their united population of about 400,000 inhabitants, accord- 
ing to the existing average of taxation, pay annually for past, present, 
and future wars, no less than the astonishing sum of £875,000; and at 
this rate such a population, during the last thirty years of peace, will have 
lost from their united resources, for war purposes alone, the almost over- 
whelming sum of not less than Twenty-five Millions sterling ! What 
the inhabitants of these two great boroughs could have accomplished with 
this vast amount defies all description ; but it is undeniable, that solid 
improvements, aud on a scale of the most commanding magnitude, in all 

* See Parliamentary Papers for 1852, Nos. 56, 260, 444, 476 ; also for 1835, 
No. 11, &c. 

t See Porter's Progress of the Nation, sec. 4 ; chap. 4, page 334 ; also the 
Parliamentary '• Budgests" for the above years. 
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the social, sanitary and intellectual departments of activity, might have 
been carried out to their full completion by those resources, which, through 
a system of warlike extravagance, are now for ever lost. In the same 
period, and for similar purposes, the industrious people of Lancashire will 
have surrendered from their lawful earnings the still more astonishing sum 
of One Hundred and Fifty Millions Sterling ! ! ! And the inhabitants of 
the United Kingdom at large, will have contributed to this extravagant 
outlay, during the thirty years of peace, the perfectly bewildering amount 
of more than One Thousand Two Hundred and Fifty Millions ov 
Money ! ! ! ($6,250,000,000.) 

Nor does the agricultural market suffer less in proportion than the 
manufacturing, of which the following statement is a convincing and mel- 
ancholy proof. Its 600,000 laborers, who, with their families, amount 
to nearly two millions and a half of the entire population, will not receive 
as wages for their whole year's toil more than Fifteen Millions Sterling ; 
while, for armed men alone, the country will pay, as stated above, upwards 
of Sixteen Millions of Money for the same space of time. Thus the tillers 
of the soil, whose hard and honest labor provides the substance of our 
daily bread, will receive for that labor Two Millions less than men in 
arms, who, of necessity, must be mere idlers in the state, except when 
engaged in the work of mutual destruction. 

The Committee, therefore, put it to their enlightened countrymen, in 
the name of humanity and of common sense, whether they are prepared 
to sit still, and to witness with folded arms the frightful increase, under 
such circumstances, of a system that must sooner or later sap the very 
foundations of society ? Whether they will look silently on while tax 
upon tax, impost upon impost, shall be accumulated upon them, until the 
pent-up discontent of the masses, to whose labor the land owes all its 
wealth, will find escape but in some terrible convulsion, that, with tornado 
force, shall lay prostrate whatever is precious in the state ? — Or whether, 
by a timely and determined effort in favor of systematic arbitration, in 
lieu of war, they will preserve lasting prosperity to the country, and un- 
disturbed peace to the world ? 



Military Pay and Pensions to Wellington. — We have just seen, in 
an English periodical, an apparently authentic statement, somewhat in de- 
tail, of the amounts paid to the late Iron Duke for military services down 
to the end of 1851, a little less than a year before his death, making a 
grand total of £2,613,975 sterling, or more than Thirteen Million Dol- 
lars ! the bare interest upon which at six per cent, would be $780,000 a 
year ; more than all the Christians of every name in America are now 
giving to evangelize the heathen ! ! 

Beating Spears into Pruning Hooks. — Mr. Bryant, of the Evening 
Post, writes from England, that in the scarcity of agricultural laborers, 
the soldiery were sent into the field to gather the harvest. It is a great 
pity that all the standing armies of Europe could not be employed in the 
same peaceful occupation. 
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Cost ov Public Funerals or Great Men. — William Pitt's funeral 
cost only $30,000, while that of Nelson was $75,000, and that of Wel- 
lington has been estimated at no less than $500,000. 



HOME OPERATIONS. 

We hoped to have in this number ample space, but find hardly any, for an aeconnt of these 
in detail. Our Secretary has, since our last report, visited various places in Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and Vermont, meeting uniformly with a kind reception, and an encouraging de- 
gree of success. In Vermont alone, he lectured, during a few weeks, in fifteen of the principal 
towns, giving from one to three lectures in each, au average of more than one lecture a day^ 
Auxiliary Societies, or Committees of Correspondence, were organized in some of the places ho 
visited, and in all a favorable impression was made, and more or less funds collected. There 
is a sure and steady, though far too slow, increase of interest in this cause. 

STIPULATED ARBITRATION. — Before State Legislatures.— This subject, since the 
action of the VtXegislature in its favor^has been up forjconsideration only in that of N.H.;lU) 
for want of timely presentation and due care, it did not receive the requisite attention, and was 
referred to the next Legislature, where, as one of our most intelligent friends in the late House 
of Representatives has assured us, itmay, if properly brought forward, secure the action we de- 
sire. All the leading men in both Houses who were consulted, as quite a number of them 
were expressed themselves in favor of the measure. The subject is now, or very soon will be, 
before three more State Legislatures in New England, and several in other States, most of 
which, if not all, are likely to take action in its favor. 

Before; our National Rulers. — The subject is now before the Senate Committee on For- 
eign Relations, (as also before a similar one in the House of Representatives,) and oneof it! 
members, an able and excellent man, is preparing a full report on the subject, with a detenn- 
ation to bring it in before the close of the present session. There is, also, some good reason to 
hope, that an arbitration clause, in accordance with Gov. Poote's resolution reported unani- 
mously from the sama Committee to the Senate, in 1851, will be incorporated in the important 
treaty now pending between us and England. We devoutly pray it may be so ; for such a 
etep would, in its ultimate results, mark a most important era in the world's history. 

Correspondence. — We have from various quarters communications from which we wished 
to give extracts, and among them a brief one, in his usual spirit of warm-hearted zeal for our 
cause from our excellent friend, Rev. Titus Coah, on the Sandwich Islands, to J. P. Blahck- 
ard Esq., in response to peace publications sent thither lor gratuitous distribution. To some 
of our friends who have spontaneously remembered the pecuniary necessities of our cause, 
our special thanks are due. 

The next Administration: on Peace— is likely, after all our fears for a time, and in spit* 
of some ill omens still in the direction of what is called Young America, to oppose a mild yet 
pretty effectual resistence to the mad schemes of filibusters. An altered tone is heard from 
the great oracles of the party now on the threshold of power in the republic; and the recent 
outcry for Cuba, another slice from Mexico, and we hardly know what else, is for the time 
bushed into silence. The prospect is far better in this reepect than it was some months ago. 
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